IspaeL Hum ism At ic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 

JANUARY 1983 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 155th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will 
be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, January 26, 1983 8:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR JANUARY MEETING : We want to wish our members and friends a 
very Happy New Year (belated): Also, your INSI will start the New Year 
with a bang, a super-program for our first meeting of the year. We are 

very fortunate that Mr. Mel Wacks of Woodland Hills, Calif, 
will be in the Chicago Area the last week in January and 
has consented to be our speaker for the January Meeting. 

1 Mel is a well-known researcher, author, lecturer, and an 
authority on Biblical Numismatics. He has written over 100 
articles, titled ’’BIBLICAL BYLINE” by Mel Wacks NLG, in 
World Coin News; he is editor of The Augur . a publication 
of The Biblical Numismatic Society and he was award¬ 
ed the National Literary Guild prize as the best 
club publication in the country for 1979. His pro¬ 
gram will be a lecture and slide presentation of 
the ”JEWISH-AMERICAN HALL OF FAME" Medals; this 
series of outstanding medals is a continuing series, that started in 1970 
and is sponsored by The Judah L. Magnus Memorial Museum of Berkeley, Cal. 
During his presentation, Mel will explain the process involved in the 
designing and striking of medals. This will be a most interesting and 
educational program. Please feel free to bring any interested friends 
for this presentation. Of course there will be the usual "show and tell" 
exhibits and refreshments. 



RECAP OF DECEMBER 15th MEETING: After calling the meeting to order, 
President Joseph Sporn introduced and welcomed our guest, Mr. Bill Ru¬ 
dolph of Skokie. Also welcomed, but in reality a member who had moved 
to New Jersey, Mr. Robert Leonard. Bob has been transfered back to our 
area. V/e welcome Bob and Mrs. Leonard and Family back to our community 
and to our club. Treasurer Robert Greenstein then gave us his report. 
Robert, who is also New Coin Chairman, announced that he will take or¬ 
ders for the various Israel Coins and Medals that are now available. 

These are (1) the new Hanukkah Coins, 1 Sheqel and 2 Sheqels, both in 
silver, price $14.75 and $29.95; (2) the 1982 uncirculated Trade Coins 
Set, 7 coins price $3.50; (3) the Am Yisrael Chai (the People of Israel 
Lives) State Medal, in.l8K gold, silver and bronze, prices $85.00, $21.00 
and $7.20; (4) The Retiree Medal, 18K gold, silver and bronze, price 
$85.00, $21.00 and $7.20; (5) the Mazal Tov - A Girl and (6) Mazal Tov - 
A Boy, the last two in gold $85.00, silver $21.00 and bronze $7.20. -- 
Joe then announced that the INSI present officers must be replaced by 
the new 1983 officers. He appointed a nominating committee: Peggy Gold¬ 
smith (chairperson), Robert Greenstein and Ben Odesser. This committee 
will report their selection at the next INSI Meeting and will be publish- 








2 


ed in the February Bulletin; the election will be in March and the In¬ 
stallation Meeting will be in April. If any member want to serve as an 
officer or knows of a good potential officer, please contact Peggy Gold¬ 
smith. — The exhibits were next. The first exhibitor was Harry Flower; 
in honor of Hanukkah he had the beautiful Franklin Mint bronze Hanukkah 
Medals mounted in lucite holders. These have been yearly since 1970 en¬ 
cased in Greeting Cards. He also had the bronze & silver Hanukkah issued 
by Fred Bertram in 1968 and also the bronze & silver Hanukkah Medals 
issued by The Judaic Heritage Society in 1971* — The next exhibitor was 
Saul Needleman who had ancient coin from Syria, Antiochus VII; also a 
Spanish Real of Ferdinand and Isabella, c 1492; and a just issued, 1982 
English 20 pence, heptagona.l in shape. — Dr. Herbert Lippitz was next 
with two beautiful encased sets: the 6-piece set of "Jewish-American Hall 
of Fame" Series issued by the Judah L. Magnes Museum, all six medals in 
vermeil (gold plated .999 silver); the second set was the 1982 Israel 
commemorative coins, the Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls) Issue, gold and silver 
proof, encased in a beautiful olive-wood box. — The last exhibitor waa 
Bob Leonard who displayed and spoke about his article "MOSES T0LANT0 - 
A SEPHARDIC MERCHANT OF BARBADOS" of which part I was published in NOVA 
CAESAREA , the Bulletin of the Israel Numismatic Society of New Jersey, 
the November 1982 issue. Displayed with the article v/as a token issued 
by Moses Tolanto (1813-1852), the Jewish merchant of Bridgetov/n, Barba¬ 
dos. — After the exhibits, Harry reminded the members of coming numis¬ 
matic events: 1. AINA's Greater Florida Coin Convention, Jan. 13-16, 1982 
at the Diplomat in Hollywood, Florida; 2. AINA*s 15th Annual Tour to 
Israel, March 3-17. 1983; INSI's Installation Meeting, Skokie Public Li¬ 
brary, April 27, 1982; and very important, the AINA Coin Convention in 

New York, April 28 to May 1, 1983 at the New York Sheraton Hotel. - 

Joe then called for a recess for refreshments. Peggy went "all out" v/ith 
her delicious baking. Thanks Peggy, it v/as great. — Then our well-known 

speaker of the evening. Dr. Saul Needle- 
man. Saul's subject v/as "Hebrew Inscrip¬ 
tions on Coins of Medieval Hungary and 
Poland". He presented a most interesting 
l.ecture on why some of the coins of the 
11th and 12th centuries of these two 
countries bore Hebrew letters or names. 
(The illustrations to the left are of 
Polish coins of this period). His talk 

_ _ v/as most informative and educational; 

We thank Saul for this historical-numismatic program. 



NSW ISRAEL PAPER CURRENCY: Just released December 1, 1982 for circula¬ 
tion is this new 500 sheqalim bank note by the Bank of Israel. The notes 




bear the portrait of Baron Edmond de Rothschild on the front and a clus¬ 
ter of grapes on the back. The 138 x 76 millimeter note was designed by 
Zvi Narkiss of Tel Aviv, 


Harry Flower 
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The 156th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will 


be held at the 


SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, February 23, 1983 8:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY: Do you recall the great amount of interest that 
was created at the last meeting in January during the showing of slides 
and discussion of the coins relating to the Shroud of Turin? Our speaker 
Mel Y/acks is a national authority on this subjecti another authority is 
Robert D. Leonard, who will be our speaker on this subject in February. 
Bob has extensively researched this controversial subject and has prepar¬ 
ed a very interesting, numismatic and historical program using two slide 
projectors simultaneously. This program, titled "Pontius Pilate Coin 
Image on The Shroud of Turin ?" will be of great interest to many. You 
may invite any interested personsj hon-members are welcome. There is no 
charge. Of course there will be the usual "Show and Tell" exhibits and 
refreshments. 


RECAP OF JANUARY MEETING : President Joseph Sporn.opened the meeting to a 
much larger than usual attendance. Joe thanked visitor Julius Schusteff 
for picking up our speaker at 0*Hare and welcomed the other visitors in¬ 
cluding Jerry Specter and Roger Boye, the well-known Coin Columnist for 
the Chicago Tribune. (Sorry I missed some of the visitors). Treasurer 
Robert Greenstein then gave his report; we are still in the black. Peggy 
Goldsmith, chairperson of the nominating committee, was absent due to ill¬ 
ness; her report had to be postponed. (We send greetings and hope for a 
speedy recovery). The subject of the Chicago International Coin Fair 
(CICF) was discussed — in the past few years we have participated and 
have have had our meetings in conjunction with the CICF. A vote was 
taken, your INSI will have our March Meeting at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
(More later). Ben Odesser and Harry Flower then reported on the AINA 
Convention that was held in Hollywood, Florida January 13-16, 1983. The 
exhibits were next. Harry Flower was first with several pages from his 
albums of Judaic Numismatic Collections (See "Categories of Judaic Col¬ 
lecting" in The Shekel . Jan.-Feb. 1983 pages 28-30); among these was a 
page of the following: "Bar Mitzvah Medals & Tokens", "Marriage & Anni¬ 
versary Medals & Tokens", Learning Institutions Medals & Tokens of Ju¬ 
daic Interest", "Encased Coins of Judaic Interest", "Magician Medals & 
Tokens of Judaic Interest", "Medals & Tokens of Jewish Homes for the 
Aged" and "Counterstruck Coins of Judaic Interest". The next exhibitor 
was Robert Leonard who displayed a large amount of material concerning 
The Shroud. (Both Bob and Mel Wacks have researched this subject and 
and have written articles). Bob also had two wills from the early 1800*s 
from Jews of Barbados. These vere very interesting; they had left their 
heirs money and property including slaves. Ben Odesser was next with two 
very interesting certificates. (These were the property of Manfred Anson 
of Bergenfield, N.J.). One was a receipt for $900.00 for payment for a 
seat in a Chicago Synagogue, dated 191^1 the other was issued by The 
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Jewish Colonial Trust (Juedische Colonial Bank) London, dated 18 February 
1901. This Bank was the forerunner of the Anglo-Palestine Bank Ltd, in 
Palestine. Both certificates were large, beautifully engraved and very 
interesting pieces of Judaica, Don Oppenheim had a very interesting item: 
a modern made SCARAB, made to order with his name engraved on it. This 
was similar to the old scarabs of Egyptian antiquity, but was just made in 
Israel. Don then told us about the antique and collectible situation in 
Israel today: most of this material is modern-made! The buyer beware! 
Norbert Jericho was the 5th exhibitor with several pieces of the very rare 
Warsaw Ghetto money. This was the illegal currency that was printed by the 
Jewish postal authorities (3PDZ) in 1941. These 6 pieces, from 5 to 50 
groszy were crudely printed and are now very rare. (For more information, 
see The Skekel . Sept.-Oct. 1982 pages 42-43). Aaron Kaplan was next with 
four more Mortars and Pestles from his collection. (Aaron is a pharmacist 
and has about 300 sets in his collection). Those displayed were from Israel 
Ukraine, Central America and South India. The last exhibitor was our visi¬ 
tor, Julius Schusteff who had the beautiful "Lion of Judah" medal in sil¬ 
ver. This large 3-inch silver, very high relief medal by Elizabeth Weis- 
throp, was struck in 1965 by Medallic Art of New York; the mintage was 
only 20.— After these very fine and interesting exhibits, there was a 
recess for coffee and refreshments. Harry Flower then introduced our 
speaker, Mr. Mel 'Jacks of ’Woodland Hills, Calif. Mel is well-known in the 
field of ancient coinage, especially in Ancient Jewish coins. He has writ¬ 
ten hundreds of articles and is editor of The Augur , the publication of 
The Biblical Numismatic Society. Mel is also Numismatic Consultant to the 
Magnes Museum and is Director of the Jewish-American Hall of Fame. His 
presentation was about the Jewish-American Hall of Fame Series of Medals, 
which he originated in 1969. This is a continuing series, a medal issued 
about each year. The issues and dates are: (1). Judah L. Magnes, 1970; 

(2). Albert Einstein, 1971; (3)* Louis D. Brandeis, 1971; (4). George 
Gershwin, 1972; (5). Haym Salomon, 1973; (6). Herbert H. Lehman, 1974; 

(7). Rabbi Gershon Mendes Seixas, 1975; (8). Henrietta Szold, 1976; (9). 
Touro Synagogue, 1977; (10). Golda Meir, 1978; (11). Levi Strauss, 1979; 
(12). Dr. Jonas Salk, 1980; (13). Rebecca Gratz, 1981; and (14) Isaac 
Stern, 1982. Mel described the series by narration and slides, he also 
exhibited examples. This was a fine presentation and we thank him. As an 
encore, he discussed and showed slides on the coins of the Shroud of Turin. 
In appreciation he was presented with an AINA Educational Award. Some of 
the medals are illustrated below: 



INSI MARCH MEETING; This is just a reminder so that members may mark 
their calendars. The March meeting will be held in conjunction with the 
Chicago International Coin Fair (CICF) that will be held at the HYATT 
REGENCY Hotel, 151 East Wacker Drive from March 17-19. 1983. Our INSI 
Meeting will be held in the San Francisco Room, Thursday March 17, 1983 
at 8:00 P.M. Plan ahead: take the afternoon off, attend the Coin Show 
and then come to the INSI Meeting. There is no charge for the CICF. Also 
the INSI Meeting will replace the regular Wednesday meeting at the Skokie 
Library. 


Harry Flower 
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The 157th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will 
be held at the 




Please note that the INSI MARCH Meeting is at the Hyatt Regency Hotel as 
indicated above. As in past years, we voted to cooperate with the Chicago 
International Coin Fair (CICF) and have our meeting 
during their coin convention. Also, remember that this 
INSI Meeting will replace the regular Wednesday meeting 
usually held in the Skokie Library. 

THE CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR: This is the ?th 
I Annual CICF sponsored by Rare Coin Co. of America, 31 N, 

Clark Street, Ed Milas, President, Donn Pearlman, spokes- 
man. This event will feature a large dealer bourse from 
Europe, Asia, South America, the Far East and Australia, 
in addition to those from the United States, an auction 
of rare coins of the world and an Educational Forum, and 
meetings of many coin clubs, which any one may attend. 
There is no charge to attend this numismatic 3-day show. A suggestion: 
take the afternoon off, take in the coin show and then attend your INSI 
meeting. Have a numismatic day at the Hya,tt Regency on Thursday the l?th. 

PROGRAM FOR INSI MARCH MEETING : President Joseph Sporn and Treasurer 
Robert Greenstein are lining up several speakers for our INSI Meeting; 
all of these will be short talks. This will be a forum of well-known 
numismatic personalities from this country and from Europe, and probably 
from Israel. This is an international event; there will be people from 
many countries present This meeting should be very interesting. Some of 
Some of our members will come to the show, meet for dinner about 6:30 in 
one of the restaurants, and then attend the INSI meeting. Any one may 
join your fellow INSI members; please check with with Joe, Bob, Harry or 
any of the other INSI members on the floor. This should be a special day! 
Come and join your fellow collectors for a day and evening. 
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REGAP OF FEBRUARY 23 MEETING: Due to the disappointingly small attendance (only 8), 
President Joseph Sporn delayed calling the meeting to order until about 8:30. There 
were no guests, hut old member Jane Feinberg was welcomed back to the club after too 
long an absence. There was no Treasurer's report in the absence of our Treasurer, 

Robert Greenstein. Peggy Goldsmith, chairperson of the nominating committee, also 
had no report as her committee has been unable to obtain candidates for all our offices. 
(We were glad to see Peggy back after her illness last month.) 

The exhibits were next. The first exhibitor was Aaron Kaplan, who showed an inter¬ 
esting followup to Don Oppenheim's modern scarab with his name engraved on it: an 
Egyptian silver necklace with a silver pendant bearing his wife Selma’s name written 
in heiroglyphics within a cartouche. This attractive piece of jewelry was a gift to 
Selma from a coworker in the travel agency where she works. All the women at the 
agency were given similar necklaces with their names on by this person, who had them 
made while on a recent trip to Egypt. Apparently they can be made very quickly and 
cheaply over there, Aaron said. The second, and last, exhibitor was Robert Leonard, 
who showed a few booklets and articles on the Shroud of Turin and the claim that it 
has an impression of a Pontius Pilate coin on one eye. He also displayed a proof of 
his recent article, "Moses Tolano—A Sephardic Merchant of Barbados," which has been 
set in type and will be reprinted in The SHEKEL in the near future, probably in the 
May-June I983 issue. 



AINA has announced the availability of three new medals, Bob Leonard mentioned. Though 
the club will not take orders for them, they are mentioned here for the record since 


not all our members are members of AINA. One is a bronze medal commemorating the cen¬ 
tenary of the Rishon Le Zion settlement at $7.20, the second is a reissue in silver in 
a new 34 mm size of the old "Jerusalem-The Knesset" medal, and the third is "the most 
expensive item ever offered to Israel coin collectors"—the Arthur Rubinstein 2nd 
International Piano Master Competition, 1977> state medal in 22 carat gold at $595-00■ 
(The "Jerusalem-The Knesset" medal is $21.00.) The Rubinstein medal does contain 0.88 
troy oz. of fine gold, Bob mentioned, and has a mintage of only 1500. 

The March meeting will feature a panel discussion on the status of coin collecting 
today, moderated by our own Bob Greenstein and including well-known U.S. and foreign 
coin dealers, it was announced. Our election of officers will also be held. Come 
early and join some of your fellow members for dinner in a nearby restaurant, if you 
can! 

After the usual delicious refreshments provided by Peggy Goldsmith, Joe Sporn introduced 
our speaker of the evening, Bob Leonard. Bob's subject was "Pontius Pilate Coin Images 
on the Shroud of Turin?", a subject on which he is a recognized expert. Tonight's 
program was an expansion of a presentation Bob gave to the Atlanta Center for Continuing 
Study of the Shroud of Turin by invitation the previous month. Using two slide pro¬ 
jectors, he illustrated the design of Pontius Pilate coins of the type said to be pre¬ 
sent on the Shroud by means of photographs and drawings, then showed that the inscrip¬ 
tion on one coin said to have an error like the "image" on the Shroud had been misread. 

A second coin was examined and seen to have a virtually unreadable inscription, and 
certainly not the one claimed for it. Then Bob projected the enhanced Shroud image 
itself, demonstrating that it did not match the Pilate coin design. The program pro¬ 
voked many lively questions. At 9:45 the meeting was adjourned so as to be out by 10. 
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The 158th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held 
at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


5215 Oakton Avenue 


Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, April 27, I983 8:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR APRIL MEETING: Tonight we are borrowing an idea from the Israel 
Numisociety of Brooklyn: YOU are the program! The theme of tonight’s meeting is 
Jerusalem, Past and Present. Each member is requested to bring one or a few items 
relating to some aspect of Jerusalem, and spend a few minutes (no more than five) 
explaining their significance. Suitable items would be coins or medals minted or 
designed in Jerusalem or commemorating Jerusalem or its historic buildings and 
gates, books or articles about Jerusalem, and even unusual souvenirs of Jerusalem. 
Both numismatic and non-numismatic pieces are welcome. If everyone participates, the 
effect should be to shed light on all aspects of Jerusalem from early times to the 
present. We are looking forward to an entertaining and informative meeting! 



RECAP OF MARCH 17 MEETING: Held on the opening day 
of the Chicago International Coin Fhir, our March 
meeting had an attendance of about 13—but more than 
half were speakers and guests. After calling the 
meeting to order, President Joseph Sporn dispensed 
with the regular business and went straight to the 
program, as the guest speakers had not had the op¬ 
portunity to eat dinner. Following Joe's welcome, 

Robert Greenstein introduced the first speaker, coin 
dealer William Rosenblum of Evergreen, Colorado. 

Bill told us that, in foreign coins, "The interest is 
back again....Since November 1, almost to the day, 
there has been a new awakening in numismatics. We 
see more realistic prices in the Israel market, which 
is.coming back. In I98O-82, it was difficult to sell 

coins of Israel." He added that, even though many collectors of Israel coins have 
not purchased all of the recent issues, the coins most sought after are the older 
commemoratives and top grade Palestine Mandate coins. Long-time Israel coin dealer 
J. J. Van Grover was introduced next. He confirmed what Bill Rosenblum had said, 
blaming investors for the ups and downs of Israel coin prices: "Investors bought 
+K ra u 1 ^ 0inS and ran prices up * the market cracked and they dumped their coins, left 
the hobby and went to other investments." There are not enough collectors to absorb 
all the coins available, even at bargain prices, he said. J. J. estimated that 
there are 5,000 dedicated collectors of Israel coins in the world, only 3,000 of 
whom collect gold coins. As a result, he predicted that mintages of Israel gold 
coins this year would be very low, lower than any in the recent past. While J.J 

about ti ? a J- T hS Colleotor is Kin S-" he “Sued with some members present 

th e U of U gh prl0es for Israel coins, especially Hannukahcoins, on the 
number of collectors in general and the number of junior collectors in particular. 







- 2 - 


J. J. said that he had advised the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation 
on more than one occasion to charge what they felt they had to for their coins, and 
if collectors did not care to pay their prices or could not afford to, then "they 
didn't have to buy them." Some members present remarked that junior members had 
disappeared from the club meetings after the Israel Government discontinued offering 
inexpensive Hannukah coins. After J. J. left to have dinner, several of the dis¬ 
tinguished guests present rose to speak. Among them were Trey Foerster, editor of 
World Coin News ; Courtney L. Coffing, Coin World International editor; Florence 
Shook, A.N.A. Governor and booster of junior collectors; Carl Wolf, Secretary of the 
Chicago Coin Club; and Coin World staff member Mrs. Jane M. Hutchins. Both Carl Wolf 
and Trey Foerster encouraged the development of junior collectors to assure long- 
range survival for the hobby, and Carl outlined some specific steps the Chicago Coin 
Club has taken to increase junior participation. 

PERSONALS: Harry Flower, pictured at left as he 

appeared in Coin World in a picture taken two days 
after the INSI meeting, suffered a mild heart attack 
early in April and spent some time in St. Joseph's 
hospital in Chicago. Harry tells us that he is home 
now, but can't drive yet and won't be out the rest of 
the month. We all join in wishing you the speediest 
possible recovery, Harry! Congratulations to Dr. 

Saul B. Needleman for his excellent article, "The 
Origin and History of the English Penny," published 
in the April issue of The Numismatist . Saul's 
smiling face appears in the same issue, in connection 
with a program he presented to the Chicago Coin Club 
on—you guessed it—the English penny. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS; Our election has been delayed due to the difficulty of finding 
enough people willing to serve and the low turnout at the last two meetings. How¬ 
ever, it will be held at the April meeting. The nominating committee has submitted 
the following slate: President—Joseph Sporn; 1st Vice President—Robert Leonard; 2nd 
Vice President—Aaron Kaplan; Treasure!?—Robert Greenstein; Secretary—Peggy Goldsmith. 
Nominations will be accepted from the floor. 

1983 INDEPENDENCE DAY COINS: The Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation has 
announced that the I 983 Independence Day coins will be issued in honor of the Israel 
Defence Forces. Called the "Valour Coin," these commemoratives will be issued in 
.900 fine gold in the denomination of 10 Sheqalim and in .850 fine silver in 2 She¬ 
qalim, both in glittering, two-tone frosted proof, and in .850 fine silver in 1 
Sheqel in B.U. If ordered as a complete set of the three denominations, they are 
furnished in an olivewood case. Prices are as follows: 10 Sheqalim, $398; 2 Sheqalim, 
$40; 1 Sheqel, $18; complete set of three coins, $456. Orders will be taken at the 
April meeting for these coins and also for the 1983 piefort (double thickness) Offi¬ 
cial Mintset at $11. 
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The 159th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held 
at the SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, May 25, 1983 8«00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR MAY MEETING! Tonight, our own Bob Greenstein will talk on a subject 
which concerns all of our members. There are several new laws, both State and 
Federal, which are coming up soon. Bob will try to fill us in on what these new 
laws are, and what we cam do to help pass or defeat them. We urge all of you to 
attend. 

EXPLANATION t As all of you can see, this is an abridged version of our bulletin. 
Due to the recent illness of Harry Flower (who is coming along quite well), our 
bulletin is not getting its usual treatment. We are all pitching in to help, 
but sometimes the time factor works against us, and this was one of those times. 
We want to get you all the information from the April meeting, so we will have an 
expanded recap section for next months bulletin. 
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The 160th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held 
at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, June 22, I983 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FUR JUNE MEETING: Yes, it is Auction Time again! As you know, other than 
dues, this donated auction is the only source of funds for our club. We are ap¬ 
pealing to our membership for donations of numismatic and nonnumismatic items for 
this important event. As usual, almost anything that may be sold to another member 
would be appropriate. In addition to coins, medals, tokens, stamps, etc. you may 
bring books, artifacts, pens, glassware, wine, or any white elephants that you may 
have....Our last auction was in May, 1982, 13 months ago, so try to be generous in 
your donations. If you really do not have anything to donate, just send a U.S. $5 
or $10 bill to be auctioned; it would be fun to see how much it would bring. And if 
you are unable to attend the auction, try to make arrangements with a fellow member 
to bring your material to the meeting. Come prepared to have a lot of fun and buy 
some bargains.... Our auctioneer once again is our own Ben Odesser, a veteran of many 
such auctions. His imimiable sense of humor makes each auction very enjoyable. Be 
sure to bring some friends along as guests. Refreshments will be served as usual, 
and we will also have the usual "Show and Tell" exhibits. 

RECAP OF MAY MEETING: President Joseph Sporn called the meeting to order at 8:15 
p.m. Attendance was a rather disappointing nine. The Treasurer's report was given 
by Robert Greenstein, following which a discussion ensued about how to increase 
attendance at meetings. It was decided that we need more publicity. 

The exhibits were next. The only exhibitor this time was Robert Leonard, who showed 
a Portuguese bank note depicting Garcia De Orta, of the issue of 1971» a gilt to him 
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from Carl Rosenblum of West Orange, New Jersey. Garcia De Orta was the son of Jewish 
parents from Spain who settled in Portugal after their expulsion in 1492. De Orta 
studied and taught 
medicine and natural 
history, "but left 
Portugal for Goa as 
the Inquisition was 
introduced in his 
homeland. In the 
next 20 years he col¬ 
lected an enormous 
amount of data on tie 
pharmaceutical plants 
of Asia. His resulis 
were first published 
in 1563» the first 
such compendium and 
an invaluable source 
of information, 


which earned him the title of Fhther of Pharacognosy. He died as an observant Catho¬ 
lic, but both his sisters and himself were investigated by the Inquisition; his sister 
Catarina was burned at the stake in I 569 for Judaizing, and his body was exhumed and 
thrown into the river Mondovi in 1580.—John Henry Richter (condensed), quoted in 
Judaica Post. 


Bob Greenstein then gave a summary of pending legislation that affects all coin col- 
lectors. There are five laws before the U.S. Congress and two more being considered 
by the Illinois General Assembly, all of which Bob summarized very ably. Some of 
these proposed laws are positive, but most are negative. The effects would range all 
the way from removing the Illinois sales tax on all coins containing gold or silver 
to requiring you to be fingerprinted whenever selling a silver coin to a dealer. The 
other laws attempt to tax or ban the sale of South African Krugerrands. A spirited 
discussion followed. Ben Odesser called everyone's attention to an ad that had appeared 
recently in Numismatic News promoting a book about silver speculation and Nelson Bunker 
Hunt, of somewhat dubious authenticity. Ben pointed out that the ad described "the 
Rothschild Banking Family" as "ruthless men who willfully crushed millions of small 
investors, and detected a note of antiSemitism; he said he had protested to the paper. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M. 

RE C A P OF APRIL MEETING: The meeting was called to order by President Joseph Sporn. 
beveral announcements were made. It was reported that former member Lou Nagy died; 
his obituaxy appeared in Coin World . Bulletin Editor Harry Flower had a pacemaker 
inserted that day and was to be in the hospital for a while. (We are glad to see 
?? r r y i.I? P ^ Jld around . again , and ho P e he is able to make this meeting.) It was mentioned 
t ^xL. the —^ ael Nu mlsmatic Journal has been revived after a 14-year hiatus. Volume 4 
of this English-language publication (1981) is available for $16.00, postage included, 
from the Israel Exploration Society, P.0. Box 7041, Jerusalem, Israel. Volume 5 will 
Volume 4 h ° rtly * Several articles of interest to ancient coin sollectors appear in 

The program, exhibits on the theme of Jerusalem, brought many interesting items to the 
meeting. The first exhibitor, Joe Sporn, brought three pieces of literature: an issue 
° f j^ t r cpai Geographic from I 983 , a book Digging Up Jerusalem by Kathleen Kenyon, 
and the March-April I 983 Biblical Archaeology Review with a article "Unholy War at the 
±ty °A D ^ d; . Goldberg brought an olivewood inkwell from Jerusalem, the same is- 
® ue ° f g rbl ; ic al Ar chaeol o gy Review with an article on the location of the temple, and 
two books—The Great Cities—Jerusalem and Jerusalem by Kolleck and Pearlman; Bob 
Leonard brought two pieces of ancient bronze ring money from Jerusalem 1200-1000 B.C.E. 
and a plaque given to AINA tour participants in I 98 I with a bird's eye view of Jerusalem. 
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SEPTEMBER 1 983 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

at 6 the 1St Meeting ° f the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 



Wednesday, September 28, I 983 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER MEETING: The American Numismatic 
Society, the scholarly organization in American numismatics 
(not to be confused with the American Numismatic Associa¬ 
tion), celebrated its 125 th anniversary with a special 
program September 9 and 10, I 983 . Perhaps you saw the 
pullout section in Coin World two weeks ago in honor of 
this event. Our own Bob Leonard attended the program in 
New York and will give us a full report at the meeting. 

There were a total of nine lectures on such subjects as 
J?® ?? e Ir ° f Com P ut f rs in numismatics, estimating mintages from the study of dies and 
-links, arranging undated coins into their proper sequence, determining areas of 
coinage circulation, and coins of ancient Greece, Parthia, Roln iSSt^s and aL 
and Isiamic coins, including those of the Khazars. A major new exhibit "The World ’ 
of Coins " was also open for preview by those present. Bob will mi us in on lie 
highlights of this fascinating presentation. the 

g glAP OF JUHg MEETING ! Though it raised a bit less than the records set by some of 
$85.75 These°funds U wiS n helo d0nat f d Stl11 br ° Ught ln 3 hishly suc “ssful 


Because 

brought 


medals of this series were donated to the auction, 
but did not sell. Harry Flower brought two ex¬ 
hibits, a collection of apothecary coin weights, 
now seldom used any more, and a complete set of 
medals of the INS of Brooklyn and New York show¬ 
ing the Brooklyn Bridge. These were brought in 

h T° 4 .l °£ thS celebrat i°n of the 100 th anniversary 
o± the Brooklyn Bridge in May, I 983 . 

irarl. mlel’tre as miowfltb ' 9 ?? toodl ° n go1 * =oins at 

1 Sheqel silver proof (|z 000 maximum) P f° f (5l ° 00 ? axlmum ) - $ 2 °0| 

$U. Complete sL ari^o^ir^’attr^tivl Syl^ BU (15 ’°°° ’ 
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OCTOBER 1983 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 6007* 

The 162nd Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held 
at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, October 26, I 983 8:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER MEETING: Tonight we have a special treat in store—Mr. David 

Shyne, a member of the Israel Consulate in Chicago, will address the club on "The 
Current Political Situation in Israel." With the turmoil of the past few weeks 
this should prove to be a very interesting and important subject, and we will look 
forward with great interest to Mr. Shyne's talk. Be sure to bring a friend along! 


RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING: President Joe Sporn opened the meeting at 8:15* Due 
to the absence of Robert Sreenstein, the Treasurer's report was not given. (Bob 
is in the process of moving to a new house. We wish him the best in his new home.) 

Ben Odesser then gave a report on the A.N.A. Convention that was held August 16-20, 
I 983 in San Diego, California. He also told of the foundation of the newest INS at 
the American Israel Numismatic Association meeting that was held Tuesday August 16, 
I 983 . This was the INS of San Diego, launched by Morris Bram, AINA's President. 

Saul Needleman then brought up the subject of new INSI officers for 1984. Some 
discussion followed, and Saul was appointed chairman of a nominating committee. He'll 
report a slate at the October meeting. 

The exhibits were next. The first exhibitor was Harry Flower with a book issued by 
the American Numismatic Society (ANS), the subject of Bob Leonard's talk. This book 
was Early Chinese Coinage by Wang Yu Chuan, 1951- Harry also had six pages contain¬ 
ing coins, tokens, and medals from his Judaic collection; these were "Encased Coins 
of Judaic Interest," "Marriage and Anniversary Medals and Tokens of Judaic Interest," 
"Medals & Tokens of Jewish Homes for the Aged," "Testimonial 
Dinner Medals & Tokens of Judaic Interest," and "Medals & Tokens 
of Jewish Sponsored Hospitals." The second exhibitor was Ben 
Odesser with an unusual Israel token. This was the large flanged 
(27 mm) bronze telephone token of 1953 ? first issue, counter- 
stamped with the numeral "8". While the normal token is common, 
the counterstamped version is rare and brings a high price in 
Israel, Ben said. Donald Oppenheim had a most interesting ex¬ 
hibit of seven "rare silver Italian crowns" that Don had pur- 

chased in Sicily. He paid about $13 for them. If genuine, they had a catalog value 
of $37,000. Most of them were rather deceptive, with lettered edges, and they cer¬ 
tainly looked like silver. Don then gave a very interesting talk on the counter¬ 
feiting taking place in Sicily, in shoes and designer clothes as well as coins. 

Robert Leonard showed some coins relating to lectures at the ANS 125th Anniversary 
celebration, some 4th Century imitations of Roman coins and their prototypes and 
two coins of ancient Axum (Ethiopia). 








Bob Leonard was our speaker of the evening. He had attended the ANS 125th Anniver¬ 
sary Celebration in New York September 9 and 10, and gave us an interesting summary 
of the highlights. Dr. Ann E. M. Johnston spoke on "The So-Called ’Pseudo- 
Autonomous" Greek Imperials," mentioning that the dating of these anonymous coins 
can be done by their fabric, letter-forms, and reverse tupes. Professor P. J. Casey, 
Senior Lecturer in Archeology at the University of Durham, entitled his talk 
"Numeracy and Numismatics." He stressed that archeologists often wrongly assume 
that the number of coins found at a site is proportional to the population of the 
site; in fact, the velocity of circulation is an important factor, and there are 
others. He illustrated this point with a study he had made of a fort in Britain, 
occupied from the 70s to the early 5th century. A total of 1400 coins were found 
there, equal to the annual pay of 6 soldiers—but this represented only 0.01% of 
the total payroll over this period. However, the dates of the coins found clearly 
showed when the legions left for the frontiers, and when their pay was doubled by 
Severus. He mentioned two new tools of archeological/numismatic research, trend- 
surface analysis (showing artifact relationships like a weather map) and transect 
analysis (to determine boundaries). The latter ought to have an application to 
the numismatics of Bar-Kochba. 

Dr. Pierre Bastien stated that the frequent imitations of Roman coins of the period 
3 I 8-363 C.E. found indicate a shortage of official coins; these pieces are semi¬ 
official, like notgeld tokens, and are not the work of counterfeiters. Professor 
Giles F. Carter explained how he had calculated the "root" and "Mahalanobis Distance 
Drift" for a series of undated Roman coins to determine their order of minting 
(using nondestructive chemical analysis and a computer); this work ought to be 
applicable to the dating of Hasmonean coins, which remain controversial. He also 
described an analysis of die links he had made, determining the number of dies 
used and estimating the total mintage as a consequence. Dr. Wolfgang Hahn spoke 
on the Axumite series, stating that he has concluded that the series is shorter 
than given in standard references, that there were often two or more kings reigning 
at once, and that the series came to an end shortly after the fall of Jerusalem to 
the Arabs in 640 C.E., which cut Axum off from Byzantium and other trading states. 

A number of questions followed Bob’s talk* and he was congratulated for his concise 
summary of the two-day program. 

REMINDER; An election of officers for 1984 will be held at this meeting. 
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The 163 rd Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will “be held at 
the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, December 7, I 983 8:00 P.M. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE NEXT INSI MEETING IS 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 at the usual SKOKIE 
LIBRARY ROOM. 


PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER MEETING: Our own Dr. Saul Needleman will speak on the subject of 
"Hebrew Letters on Medieval Coins of Poland and Hungary," the topic of his excellent 
article in the October, I 983 , issue of The Shekel . In some cases these letters indicate 
Jewish moneyers; in others they give the name of the King in Hebrew; and in still others 
they defy interpretation entirely. We look forward to hearing Saul explain the results 
of his researches into this rare and fascinating series. 

In honor of Hanukka, this meeting is also our annual HANUKKA PARTY. Appropriate re¬ 
freshments will be served. Come prepared for a good time! Also, a new slate has 
been assembled, so we will hold our long-delayed Election of Officers at this meeting 
(see Recap of October’s Meeting for details). 

REMINDER TO NEW OFFICERS: A board meeting will be held at 7s00—one hour prior to the 
meeting. 

RECAP OF OCTOBER’S MEETING: President Joseph Sporn opened the meeting to a larger than 
average group. After Robert Greenstein gave the Treasurer’s Report, Joe went right into 
the exhibits. The first exhibitor was HARRY FLOWER with several pages of coins and 
tokens from his Judaic Numismatic Collection. These were as follows: 28 different 
plastic tokens from the S0MMERFTN SHIP LINE and 10 from the ZIM SHIP LINE (these were 
used by the crew to make purchases on shipboard on the Sabbath); 16 different replicas 
of ancient Jewish coins; 23 different coins of the world completely overstruck on one 
side, each exhibited with an original coin adjacent to it so as to show the "before and 
after." DON 0PPENHEIM was next with an interesting item from his Judaic Collection, an 
18th Century Persian Shechot’s knife. This.unusual and rare piece had a beautifully 
designed silver handle and had the original owner's initials engraved in Hebrew letters. 
The third exhibitor was BEN ODESSER with a large quantity of tin "Chicken Tags." These 
tags are clipped on the chickens that are bought from a Jewish butcher to indicate that 
the product is Kosher. The last exhibitor was BOB LEONARD with two interesting pamph¬ 
lets. These were The Political History of Palestine Under British Administration , New 
York 19^7 and A Brief Guide to Al-Haram Al-Sharif Jerusalem , Jerusalem I 927 . The latter 
pamphlet, only 16 pages long, was priced by the Supreme moslem Council, its publisher, 
at the astonishingly high level of I 50 Mills, and Bob also displayed 100 and 50 Mills 
silver coins of Palestine for a comparison of valufe. 


I 
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A discussion followed regarding the new election for 1984 officers. It was finally- 
decided that the slate recommended by the nominating committee be published in the 
November-December INSI Bulletin (as is being done below) and that the election be held 
in December. As the membership voted (as in the past few years) to have only one meet¬ 
ing in the early part of December to replace the November and December meetings, this 
event will be in December. The slate recommended by the nominating committee is: 


President: 
1st Vice President: 
2nd Vice President: 

Treasurer: 
(Temporary) Secretary: 


Robert Leonard 
Dr. Emanuel Margo Hash 
Dr. Herbert Lippitz 
Robert Greenstein 
Dr. Saul Needleman 


(As a Secretary was not available at this time, Saul indicated that he would take over 
until a regular Secretary was elected.) Also, at the December election, nominations of 
qualified persons will be accepted from the floor. 


A discussion then followed regarding the date of the December meeting. December 14 was 
suggested, but this date conflicted with the Chicago Coin Club Annual Dinner Meeting 
and also our regular room was not available. The date will be DECEMBER 7, I983 in our 
regular meeting room on the 2nd floor. 


Harry Flower then took the floor and reminded the audience of the next AINA Convention, 
the 6th Annual Greater Florida International Coin Convention, January 9-12 at the 
Konover Ramada Renaissance Hotel, Miami Beach, Florida. (Due to a fire at the Diplomat 
Hotel, both the place and time of the convention have had to be changed.) Special rates 
by Eastern, "J0o off. Call 1-800-327-1295 for additional information. For a brochure 
call or write AINA, P.0. Box 25790, Tamarac, Florida 33320 (305-726-0333). Harry then 
spoke of AINA membership. He told those who were not members that they could join now 
and their membership would be dated as of January 1984, thereby gaining an extra issue 
of The Shekel . Next he called their attention to the packet of Israel coins, "Hanukkah 
Gelt from Israel," available from AINA. These cost $1.00 each, minimum order of 5 
packets, plus 75^ postage and handling. Send orders to AINA, address as above. 

Next was our speaker of the evening, Mr. David Shyne, from the Israel Consulate in 
Chicago. His address was "The Current Political Situation in Israel." Mr. Shyne, an 
Israeli citizen, was very informed on the current conditions and delivered a very inter¬ 
esting talk. He then opened up a very lively question and answer session, which lasted 
past our closing time. We thank Mr. Shyne and in appreciation he was presented with an 
AINA Educational Certificate. 


HANUKKAH AND CHRISTMAS I983: This year this popular Jewish holiday is December 1, last¬ 
ing through the 8th; and Christmas, of course, is the 25th. We wish all of our members 
and their families the best Holiday Wishes. 




THE ISRAEL I983 HANUKKA COINS: As in past years, the IGCAMC is making their Hanukkah 
coins available at this time. There are two coins this year: a 1 sheqel, 30 mm, 14.4 

grams with smooth edge in B.U. and a 2 sheqalim, 
37.mm, 28.8 grams with milled edge. Both var¬ 
ieties are .850 fine silver. Both coins feature 
an ornate Hanukkah Lamp from Prague, 18th Cen¬ 
tury. As of this writing the prices are not 
available. Additional information and a bro¬ 
chure is available from I.G.C. A.M.C., 350 Fifth 
Avenue, 19th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10118. Bob 
Greenstein will take club orders at the next 
meeting. 
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THE FRANKLIN MINT 1983 HANUKKA MEDAL: The Franklin Mint has been striking bronze and 
silver medals for Hanukka since 1970., The bronze editions are encased 
in greeting cards; the sterling silver in lucite holders with stand. 

This year the cards are about $6.00 each, the silver at $35.00 plus 
shipping. They are available from The Franklin Mint, Franklin Center, 

Pa. I 909 I or locally from The Franklin Mint Gallery, 845 N. Michigan 

Ave., Chicago, Ill. 606 II; phone 943 - 7662 . (Note: the reverse illus- _ 

tration is not available, but it depicts a stylized Menorah.) If interested, don't 
wait too long before ordering. 



NEW ISRAEL CATALOG AVAILABLE; Just released is the new Israel Coins and Medals Catalog. 
This definitive English edition details all Israel coins and medals from I 968 through 
1982. Its six sections cover commemorative and trade coins, state medals, presentation 
medals, and seasons greetings tokens. There is a full alphabetical index. This hard 
cover edition is a collector's must . The cost Is $19.00 (which includes postage); it 
is available from the Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp. at the above address. 


1983 SHEKEL ARTICLES: As of this month, three INSI members have had articles in The 
Shekel during I 983 . These articles are "What Should I Collect?” by Harry Flower in the 
Jan.-Feb. I 983 issue; "Moses Tolano - A Sephardic Merchant of Barbados” by Robert 
Leonard in the July-Aug. I 983 issue; and "Medieval Coins with Hebrew Letters" by Saul 
and Sondra Needleman in the Sept.-Oct. I 983 issue. 

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN: Guess what? It is dues time again. The years sure pass fast. 

It seems as the time goes faster as we get older. But we need money to operate. As a 
reminder, the regular dues are $6.00 per year, Family membership is $8.00, and Junior 
(up to 18) is $3.00. If you pay by check, make it payable to INSI. Bob Greenstein will 
be happy to receive your payment at the next meeting. 

THE 1984 CICF: This year the Chicago International Coin Fair will again be held at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel on March 16, 17, and 18, 1984. Our INSI meeting is tentatively set 
for Sunday, March 18, at 10:00 a.m. Of course, we will have more about this in sub¬ 
sequent bulletins. In the mean time, please mark your 1984 calendar (if you have one)! 

BOARD MEETING: A board meeting of the officers recommended by the nominating committee 
will be held at 7*00 p.m., one hour prior to the regular meeting, to discuss program 
plans for 1984 and suggestions for building our membership. Everyone is welcome to 
attend this meeting and make recommendations. 


INSI BRIEFS 


The Statutes of Kalisz 
By Robert Leonard 

Though Jews were persecuted throughout Europe at the time of the Crusades, they were 
encouraged to settle in large numbers in Poland—thanks to the decree of Boleslaw the 
Pious (1221-1279)» Prince of Kalisz and Gniezno, which granted them asylum there in 
1264. Full freedom and special rights were awarded to the Jews by the Statutes of 
Kalisz, which were further confirmed by King Casimir the Great in 1334-1364 and 1 367 , 
and, later, by King Casimir IV Jagielloncz in 1447 and 1467. They remained in force 
until I 939 . 

Jews were permitted to enter the professions of merchant, tax collector, banker, 
manager of the mint (moneyer), and supervision of the salt mines. For a time, Poland 
was the only country in the world that permitted Jews the privilege of coining money. 
They proved worthy of this sacred trust. 
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There are 36 statutes listed in the Decree of 1334. Nine of these, or 25%, relate to 
pawnbroking, and another four concern moneylending in general. About 20 more relate 
to legal protections and the granting' of civil rights. One—apparently included by 
decree of the Pope—forbids Jews to murder Christian children and drink human blood! 

Even this libel is made pro-Jewish, however, as it admits that Jewish law itself calls 
for abstaining from any sort of blood and requires the testimony of three Jews as well 
as three Christians before a Jew can be convicted of such a crime; if this isn’t 
sufficient, the law further provides that if the accused is acquitted, the Christian 
accuser shall suffer the punishment that would have awaited the Jew! The remaining 
statutes are on miscellaneous subjects. 

The flavor of the Statutes of Kalisz can be determined by quoting a few of them, par¬ 
ticularly those that make mention of money: 

"36....To conclude, we decree that Jews shall be permitted to buy and sell every sort of 
goods, and profit thereby, on the same footing as Christians; and anyone interfering 
with them shall be condemned to pay a fine to our count palatine,..." 

"34. On counterfeiting - raids. Item. We forbid the officers of our mint, constitu¬ 
ted in our domains, to proceed on their own initiative with the arrest or detention of 
Jews suspected of counterfeiting, without, that is, an order from us or our count 
palatine, or without information given them by responsible citizens." 

"16_If a Jew has been condemned by his judge to pay the fine known as Wanld, he 

shall pay his judge a talent of pepper which is the anciently established fine." 

"I9. On the manner in which Jews shall take oath. We ordain that no Jew shall swear 
upon sacred objects except in major cases which involve sums greater than fifty marks 
silver, or cases which are brought before our persons, nevertheless, in minor cases, he 
may take oath before the doorway of the synagogue." 

"35. Upon the cries of a Jew attacked in the night. We decree that in case a Jew in 
dire straits call for help in the night, and his Christian neighbors do not trouble 
themselves to succour him in his need, each of these Christian neighbors shall be fined 
30 zloty." (The Jew's neighbors would certainly be poor Christians if they failed to 
help him in his need, statute or no statute.) 

Based on information prepared by Anthony K. Podbielski, Historian of the Polish 
American Congress, Bayonne Chapter, 29-31 West 22nd Street, Bayonne, N.J. 0?002, 

Thanks to Carl Rosenblum for calling this to my attention. 








